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ALLEGANY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MINUTES OCTOBER 2019 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Allegany Soil Conservation District Board of Supervisors 
was held at the Sand Springs Restaurant, 188 W. Main Street, Frostburg, on Tuesday, 
October 8, 2019.  Carl Robinette, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM. 
 
Supervisors present were Ron Hawk, Lee Heavner, Amanda Paul, Carl Robinette and Steve 
Young. Others present were Wesley Gordon, Associate; Ben Sansom, Associate; Chad 
Bucklew, District Conservationist, Adam Heavner, District Manager; Heather Hutchinson, 
Western Area Coordinator, Caleb Snyder, Agricultural Resource Compliance Specialist; Brad 
Michael, NRCS Area Resource Conservationist; and Mona Lee, ASCD Secretary. 
 
Ron moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Lee.  A correction under Old 
Business, Annual Cooperator Picnic to read “… to display in their yard” was made.  Minutes 
approved as corrected. 
 
Lee gave the September Treasurer’s Report. On the motion of Lee, seconded by Ron, the 
report was approved as presented.   
 
Bills – On the motion of Amanda, seconded by Lee the following bills were approved for 
payment: 1) ACM Foundation Scholarship payment of $500; 2) Quickbooks Desktop Plus 
Subscription, $299.95; 3) Quickbooks Poster Compliance Service, $70.99; and 4) Picnic and 
Fall Tour photos printed at Walmart, up to $25. 
 
Permits – There were 14 permits approved during September with fees totaling $1,450 ($150 
of which is district’s income). 
 
District Conservationist’s Report – Chad reported 24 contracts were funded during FY19 
totaling almost $536,000 in Allegany County.  Slater Hafer has accepted the Soil 
Conservationist position for Allegany but a start date has not been established.  FY20 began 
October 1, 2019.  Program sign-up is expected to be announced during December or January.  
Contract maintenance will take place in the meantime as well as preparing applications for 
eligibility for when sign-up is announced.  Chad provided personnel updates at the state office.  
He introduced Brad Michael, Area Resource Conservationist working from the Hagerstown 
office covering western Maryland.  Brad discussed the new web-based planning tool, CART 
(Conservation Account Ranking Tool) that is scheduled to go in use nationwide January 1, 
2020.  Training for the new software is scheduled for Allegany, Garrett and Washington 
counties on 11/20 – 11/22/19 in the ASCD conference room.  This is subject to change.  
 
Other Agency Reports  
 
MDA:  Heather introduced Caleb Snyder who is assisting with agricultural complaints and 
other projects.  Caleb is working on a mapping tool that shows streambank fencing and will be 
working with planners in the district offices where fencing is lacking.  MDA is getting ready to 
launch a planning layer tool using a color-coded key to see current and expired plans by 
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county to assist with WIP goals.  Heather will be meeting with Adam to advertise for the 
position that will be vacant when Slater moves to the Soil Con position and possibly a CBTF 
planner.  She will bring new MDA laptops to ASCD Friday.  A new vehicle is expected to be 
delivered to ASCD this year and another one next year. 
 
Extension:  Sherry sent a flyer announcing the Small Ruminant Pasture, Grazing and 
Browsing Conference (attached). 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Local Work Group – Proposed changes as discussed were made.  All were provided a copy of 
what was submitted (attached). 
 
Annual Review of District Accounts – The review was returned by the Resource Accounting 
Group with no corrections needed.  It has been submitted to MDA. 
 
RC & D Grant with MD DNR – The grant written by Josh Smith of RC & D and Dan Ryder of 
DNR was awarded.  Adam gave an overview of the grant.  ASCD is among those providing 
matching funds with a $10,000 contribution. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Christmas Lunch, Place and Date – Lee moved to have the annual Christmas lunch on 
Tuesday, 12/10/19 at the Cumberland Country Club at 12:00 Noon.  Steve seconded; so 
moved. 
 
Unfunded Cooperative Agreement “NRCS” – Adam provided everyone a copy of the power 
point presentation given by Ramon Ortiz at the MASCD meeting and Chad provided the 
proposed agreement (both attached).  After discussing several points, supervisors were asked 
to review the document closely and submit comments to Mona by 10/22/19 for discussion at 
the November board meeting. 
 
NACD’s Annual Meeting – Adam provided projected cost to attend the event scheduled to be 
held in Nevada in February 2020.   
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Wesley will contact David Jones with Allegany College of Maryland Foundation to see about 
changing the Allegany County resident requirement for the ASCD Martin Gordon Memorial 
Scholarship to be a preference of Allegany County, but not limited to restriction. 
 
Due to schedule conflicts, Amanda moved to hold the next regular monthly board meeting on 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 at the ASCD office.  Lee seconded; so moved. 
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There were no Cooperator Agreements, Conservation Farm Plans, or Cancellations for 
approval. 
 
Correspondence – 1) Invite from Allegany County Farm Bureau to their Fall Banquet   
      (attached).  Lee, Carl and Wesley plan to attend. 
 
          2) Draft thank you letter to the Allegany County Board of Education’s Chief  
              Academic Officer, Superintendent and Board Members regarding the  
              agricultural science elective (attached).  Lee moved to send the letter  
              with the noted correction, seconded by Amanda.  Motion approved.  Carl  
              will sign the letter on behalf of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
On the motion of Amanda, seconded by Steve, the meeting adjourned at 2:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mona M. Lee, 
ASCD Secretary 
10/9/2019 11:06 AM 


