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ALLEGANY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
MINUTES JANUARY 2020 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Allegany Soil Conservation District Board of Supervisors was 
held at the ASCD office, Cumberland, on Tuesday, January 14, 2020.  Carl Robinette, Chairman, 
called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 

Supervisors present were Ron Hawk, Lee Heavner, Amanda Paul, Carl Robinette and Steve 
Young. Others present were Wesley Gordon, Associate; Ben Sansom, Associate; Chad Bucklew, 
District Conservationist, Adam Heavner, District Manager; and Mona Lee, ASCD Secretary. 
 

Corrections to the minutes:  Under District Conservationist’s Report – “Classification on some 
items …” should be “Clarification on some items…” and in item 3 of Correspondence the 
announcement was from Kent Soil & Water Conservation District.  Steve moved to approve the 
minutes as corrected, seconded by Amanda; so approved. 
 

Lee gave the December Treasurer’s Report. On the motion of Lee, seconded by Amanda, the 
report was approved as presented.   
 

Bills – On the motion of Lee, seconded by Amanda the following bills were approved for payment: 
1) FSU Scholarship payment of $500; 2) Maryland Farm Bureau dues of $70; 3) Crime and Fidelity 
Policy renewal for 3 years for $286.  Adam signed the Commitment of Gift Form with FSU to pay 
$500 per year for 5 years to FSU for the scholarship “In Memory of Supervisor’s Who Have Served 
on the ASCD Board”.  Amanda moved to start a district budget tracking system to allow annual 
dues and other regular payments to be budgeted.  Steve seconded; motion passed. 
 

Permits – There were 12 permits approved in December with fees totaling $1,714. 
 
District Conservationist’s Report – NRCS is expecting to announce a mid-March deadline date for 
program applications.  There are a lot of trainings scheduled for January and February, including a 
Farm Bill Roll Out training scheduled for 1/21 – 1/23/20 in Frederick.  It will cover program and 
policy changes covered by the 2018 Farm Bill.  The Conservation Desktop training for Allegany, 
Garrett, and Washington counties is scheduled to be held in ASCD conference room February 4 – 
6, 2020.  This program replaces Tool-Kit.  Brad Michael, NRCS Area Resource Conservationist, 
will be in our office to do some one-on-one training with staff.  Chad reported the situation for a 
cooperator’s EQIP contract involving a well drill problem is resolved.  The contract was modified to 
remove that practice. 
 

Other Agency Reports – Adam reported for Sherry Frick that Extension’s Ag Newsletter has been 
sent.  The next newsletter will go out in April.  Upcoming events are the Tri-State Hay and Pasture 
Conference this Thursday, a Farm Bill Workshop on 2/25/20 (flyer attached), and the 2nd Annual 
Regional Food System Conference is scheduled for April 3 at ACM.  Sherry is exploring the 
possibility of Western MD Food Council becoming a coordinator for a Farmers and Hunters 
Feeding the Hungry program in Allegany County. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

MDA Resource Conservationist Specialist Positions – Advertisement of the positions has been 
moved to March due to some staffing changes at MDA Human Resources.  This is leaving ASCD 
without a Conservation Planner longer than anticipated. 
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Secretary New Computer – The new tower and Windows 10 software has been purchased and 
installed and is up and running. 
 

Tree Sale – The selection is condensed from previous years and our pre-order with Boyer’s 
confirmed.  A draft of this year’s order form was included in everyone’s packet (attached).  The 
flyer is expected to be mailed by the end of next week.  The dates for customers to pick up their 
orders are scheduled for Thursday, 4/9 and Friday, 4/10. 
 
MASCD Meeting (Legislative Day) – Reservations for two have been made but Carl isn’t able to 
attend as planned.  If no other supervisor is available to attend then MDA Soil Conservation 
Associate III, William Gindlesberger will be asked to accompany Adam. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Year in Review Newsletter – A draft was included in everyone’s packet (attached).  Changes on 
the format announcing office closures and to add cover crop dates were made.  Amanda moved to 
distribute as edited, seconded by Steve.  Motion passed.  Future publications will include more 
pictures. 
 

Office Building Lease – Close to the end of this month a tour of our current location and two other 
sites is being organized for USDA – NRCS Assistant State Conservationist – Management & 
Strategy Ramon Ortiz and the representative heading up the market survey for leases.  They will 
be looking to see which site is most suitable through a bid process.  Security conditions and other 
benefits such as a place to set the storage shed and a place to garage the rental equipment will be 
among talking points on ASCD’s behalf. 
 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

There were no Cooperator Agreements, Conservation Farm Plan Approvals, or Cancellations. 
 

Correspondence – Thank you card from staff, thank you letter from Evergreen Heritage for support, 
and announcement from BB & T that they are merging with Sun Trust (all attached). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mona M. Lee, 
ASCD Secretary 
1/23/2020 3:16 PM 


